IT the formation of the New York Society of Dental Surgeons a little more than twenty years ago, and which had only a very brief existence, the experiment of associated effort for the advancement of dentistry had never been tried. Indeed it would have been difficult at a very much earlier period to secure the co-operation of any considerable number of dentists, owing to the fewness of the members of the profession within convenient reach of any one place; and besides, the advantages of this peculiar specialty of physical alleviation had not become sufficiently established previous to this time to [Jan'y. movements; thus the spirit of improvement and investigation will be kept up until the dental specialty of medicine shall become as scientific in all its branches and be practiced by as accomplished men as ever adorned any calling or profession.
But apart from the direct influence exerted upon the profession by these societies, the demand for the services of the dentist has been greatly increased; not only by the additional consideration obtained for this peculiar medical specialty, but also from the greater benefit rendered suffering humanity as a consequence of the augmented skill of many of their members, arising fram the free interchange of opinion, on the various methods of practice pursued by different dentists, and from the additional knowledge thus obtained.
In consequence of this, respectable and well educated men have been induced to seek admission into the ranks ^of the profession by subjecting themselves to a more thorough and enlarged training than was formerly thought requisite. ?Thus the respectability and dignity of the calling has been elevated, its sphere of usefulness increased, and its resources enlarged. To every operation made by the dentist twenty years ago, nearly a hundred are now performed.
That all this change has been brought about through the agency of dental associations no one, it is presumed, is silly enough to suppose ; but that it has contributed largely to it, every intelligent and candid member of the profession, who has carefully watched the progress of dentistry during this period, must admit. Other agencies, it is true, and to the existence and operation of some of which, the being of these are mainly, if not wholly,, due, have at the same time, and were previously at work, and it may be that they contributed in a more eminent degree to it, than the society movement. 
